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Of great merit, character and value
Newsletter

Our Beautiful 
Wolds

This week’s newsletter showcases the wonderful work of our children, 
their achievements in class and also outside of the classroom, through 
all their own personal interests and hobbies. I’ve loved speaking to 
pupils this week about those interests and enjoyed seeing our new Year 
7 so excited as they transition from a primary school curriculum to that 
of secondary. 
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We are so very fortunate to have such wonderful children and to serve such a 
beautiful part of the country, with its market towns and villages.

It has been an absolute pleasure to walk around school 

this week. School was calm and pupils were completely 

focused on their studies, learning and clearly enjoying 

being with their teacher. It was so very impressive to see 

the time colleagues had invested in their planning, with the 

longer lessons of one hour and fifteen minutes providing 

that opportunity to learn more content or to study specific 

topics in greater depth.

We will, over the following few months, continue to 

ensure our children make the progress you would expect 

and as we teach, we’ll provide those opportunities for 

children to evidence their prior learning, for colleagues and 

departments to ascertain if pupils do have gaps in their 

knowledge, having not fully understood or misunderstood 

an element of the course. This will take time, but Mr Davies 

will through our teaching, assessment and more formal

‘mock’ examinations, work with colleagues to support your 

child, to ensure they feel supported upon returning to 

their studies in school and that they are comfortable with 

how school has had to be reorganised to help keep our 

community safe.

These weeks ahead, I’m sure, will continue to bring many 

challenges and I remain grateful to our pupils, students 

and parents for your continuing support, as we manage 

the many changes and continue to respond to the ongoing 

situation both nationally and locally with regard to the 

government’s response to Covid-19. We will always be 

cautious, it is your child, our children and we will be diligent 

in ensuring our community is kept safe, while also working 

hard to ensure our children are not disadvantaged by 

the crisis and can continue to enjoy school, learn and be 

successful in their studies.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome
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Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23rd July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26th July 2021

Some of the best 
moments in my 
working day are the 
opportunities to move 
around classes and 
watch children and 
colleagues experiencing 
and exploring the 
curriculum.  

One of the many highlights of this 

week was a visit to a Year 11 Particle 

Physics lesson from Mr Jones on 

Tuesday.  For a start, it was amazing 

to see so many pupils with hands 

up and volunteering suggestions of 

how mass determines the behaviour 

of particles (giving helium as an 

example).  The other aspect of the 

lesson that made it hard for me to 

leave was the delivery and passion 

of the teacher: this is a topic that 

interests him too and this was 

evident to everyone in the room – 

and it was infectious.  The behaviour 

of particles and the similarities that 

bind all known matter, regardless 

of how different it is, is fascinating.  

It is amazing to think about the 

consequences of microscopic 

phenomenon on the visible world.  

This is one the real pleasures of 

studying Science.

It was great to watch Mr Jones 

himself becoming enthused 

about the topic.  This is one of 

the privileges of teaching and I 

recognise it myself – I still enjoy 

teaching lexis and morphology to 

Year 12, for example.  Like particle 

physics, it is the study of how smaller 

things- parts of words, root words 

– form the words that make our 

language.  After many years it is still 

Head 
of School
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a delight to 

teach in part 

because I love the 

topic but also because 

watching young people 

experience it and become enthused 

keeps that passion alive.

I have also greatly enjoyed seeing 

source work evolving in History.  In 

Mr Barrett’s Year 9 History classes 

this week I have seen classes 

working through a extremely well-

chosen source from 1912, written 

to support the suffrage movement.  

Clearly this poster has a very specific 

purpose but it was wonderful to see 

him share the source and draw out 

fantastic details from Harriett, Tom 

and others in the group that really 

explored not just the message but 

how it worked, who it was most likely 

to work on, who it was aimed at.  Not 

only does this build a child’s critical 

reading and inference but more than 

that - it brings to life the time.  

It is a pleasure to be able to track 

these learning journeys back through 

the year groups and to see children 

developing these skills as they move 

forward through the school.  Source 

work was also the focus of Year 

7 lessons and in Year 11 with Mr 

Monaghan’s class working through 

propaganda 

posters from the 

rise of National Socialism at a pace 

with quickfire questions and answer 

to identify bias, representation, 

audience reception.  

It is terrific to see children growing 

in confidence, articulacy, and 

knowledge as they grow older but 

more than that, it is a joy to see both 

children and their teachers enjoying 

their lessons and becoming so 

engaged in the material.  

Another pleasure for myself and 

Mrs Clark this week has been 

continuing to get to know the Year 

7 – particularly on duty on the field 

at lunchtime.  As you know we have 

a staggered lunchtime as part of 

our current arrangements and this 

allows children access to enormous 

spaces to relax and play.  As you 

can see from the pictures, pupils 

were making great use of the warm 

weather this week to get to know 

each other and relax between 

lessons.

I wish you and your family all the 

very best,

Mr G Davies 
Head of School

Photographs

The school photographer will be 

calling on Tuesday, next week to 

take photographs of pupils and 

students.

Due to current restrictions, we 

are unfortunately only able to 

accommodate essential images at 

this time - therefore, only children 
in Year 7 and 12 will have their 
images taken and will have proofs 

sent home.

In order to comply with safeguarding 

guidelines, images of children 

from other year groups will also be 

taken,  but only if we do not have an 
image on our system.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

children will be kept in bubbles, and 

cleaning will take place between year 

group sessions.

We are very sorry not to be able to 

offer all children the opportunity 

to have their individual and 

form photographs taken at this 

time.  Alternative appointments 

may be able to be made later in the 

academic year, but will, of course, 

depend on Government Guidelines.
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Online Safety Advice 
for Children and 
Parents

The internet is a great way to 

connect with your friends and 

learn new things, particularly at 

this challenging time. But it’s also 

important to stay safe, and this 

is more important than ever as 

young people spend ever longer 

periods online.

There are a few ways you can 

help make sure you and your child 

are not in danger when using the 

internet, and we have listed some 

these below:

Be careful what they share online

• When you choose a profile picture for a social 

networking website like Tik Tok, Facebook or Twitter, 

avoid photos that could give people you don’t know 

information about where you live

• Check your privacy settings regularly, including on 

smart devices like wearables, and ensure they are set to 

the highest possible settings.

• Think about what should be shared in public and what 

should be kept private.

• Check your location settings – some sites, apps and 

devices let you share your location with other users. 

Turning off location settings can help protect your 

privacy

• Learn about how you can take care of your digital 

footprint i.e. the trail of posts and comments you leave 

on the internet each day.

Think before you post

Don’t upload or share anything you wouldn’t want your 

parents, teachers or friends seeing. Once you press send, it 

is no longer private. Anything you send can be shared with 

other people and you can’t be sure who will end up seeing 

it. You lost control of your comments, files and photos.

Safeguarding at Woldgate School
Live streaming and apps like 

Snapchat can feel safer because 

they aren’t permanent. But 

anything you post online can be 

‘screenshotted’ and recorded and 

if that happens it’s out of your 

control.

Never share or reveal your 
passwords

Use strong passwords that are 

hard for others to guess, using 

a mix of letters, numbers and 

symbols like (like £, $, &, !, etc.). 

Keep passwords to yourself and 

change them regularly.

If you can access a device remotely, 

changing the default password can keep 

it safer and make it harder for other people to 

access.

Be careful who you chat to

If somebody you don’t know adds you as a friend, ignore 

them and delete their request. Don’t share personal 

information like your address or phone number with 

somebody you don’t know and never agree to meet them in 

the real world.

Remember age restrictions

Most social media sites and apps have minimum age 

restrictions – most are 13 years minimum. These restrictions 

are there for a reason, and reflect the level of maturity and 

understanding needed to use the account responsibly. To 

create an account, your child must enter their date of birth 

to ensure they are old enough. Entering an incorrect date of 

birth to create an account for someone who is too young to 

hold one is breaking the terms and conditions.

For more information and advice, visit: 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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I wonder how 
your week has 
been? I expect 
like most of us it 
has had positives, 
unexpected pleasant 
surprises, and has 

presented challenges 
or last-minute changes to 

routine, which have momentarily caused 
us to think and be uncertain about 
where to go next.

For some of our pupils, even unexpected positives or small 

changes to routine can be very difficult to manage. Each 

day, they have to navigate a complicated world where 

their fixed points have moved. And yet, I would like to 

congratulate these pupils in particular on the amazing start 

they have made to the new term. It has been wonderful 

to see so many pupils who would usually use the Learning 

Mrs Geary writes:

Support area, understanding that new arrangements 

have been made and that, for the time being, things have 

changed. It has been a genuine pleasure to see them thrive 

and want to learn once again; to see them embrace learning 

and re-establish friendships.

Of course, in order to make things run smoothly at the 

beginning of a potentially difficult term, a great deal of 

thought and planning has gone on behind the scenes. The 

SEND department have been flexible, creative and inspired 

in how best to help the pupils who they mentor and support 

in lessons. There have been sacrifices made, and each of the 

Teaching Assistants have gone above and beyond to ensure 

that the pupils, who they know so well, feel comfortable 

and cared for in their new arrangements. Each bubble has a 

dedicated TA team and an area for support.

For each whole school decision made, the question has been 

asked “How will this affect our most vulnerable pupils”? I 

hope we have shown that they are at the very heart of our 

inclusive school community and that they are known and 

cared for as individuals.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Face coverings

As you will be aware from our 

welcome letter dated the 4th of 

September, your child will need to 

wear a face covering on arrival to 

school, in corridors, communal areas, 

and when leaving at the end of the 

school day.  They should bring a face 

covering with to school every day.

We do have a supply of masks in 

case children forget to bring one 

and have distributed large number 

of these over the last week.  We are 

aware that there are various designs 

and types available and that some 

pupils may find some particular styles 

uncomfortable for long-term use.  

We are therefore happy for you to 

choose a face covering that your child  

finds comfortable but would ask that 

they are of a plain, simple design 

with no slogans or other branding as 

novelty masks are to be avoided in a 

school setting.

If your child is unable to wear a face 

covering for medical reasons, please 

do notify the Care and Achievement 

Coordinator and we will ensure they 

have an appropriate pass in their 

planner.

I have been 
overwhelmed this week 
by the way in which 
Lower School pupils 
have embraced the 
changes that they have 
experienced on their 
return to school. They 
have truly been a credit 
to the Woldgate School 
values denoting that 
all things should be of, 
‘great merit, character 
and value’.

The last value I think has been most 

visible this week as I have been 

with pupils at lunch time, directing 

them through the corridors or 

observing them interacting with 

their peers during discussions in 

lessons. Roahl Dahl, the British 

novelist, poet, screenwriter, and 

wartime fighter pilot puts into 

words the number one attribute a 

human being can possess.

It is so true, is it not, that when our 

children display kindness to those 

around them in the words that 

they choose and the little acts of 

compassion that they undertake 

then the whole environment 

around them is transformed. A 

stream of Year 7 pupils leaving 

Ms Minton 
writes:

Cont. Over
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school this week shouting, ‘Have a 

lovely evening Miss’; a Year 8 child 

collecting up the bag of another pupil 

who had forgotten it a at lunch time 

and desperately trying to locate them; 

my Year 8 history class from last year 

cheering as I said that they were being 

taught by me again this year. These 

small acts of kindness have turned 

challenging circumstances into the 

opportunity to build an even stronger 

community.

Mrs Clark and Miss Parkin have also 

been so impressed with the way in 

which pupils have behaved this week 

and I would like to thank parents for 

their continued support at the start 

of this new term. Correct uniform and 

full equipment are the small building 

blocks that are key to creating positive 

school routines and I would ask that 

parents continue to check these things 

regularly. I would also love to hear of 

your child’s successes outside of school 

also, so if you would like to share any 

information about their extra-curricular 

or sporting achievements then please 

do email these to office@woldgate.
net. We would love to celebrate these 

successes too!

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School

‘I think probably kindness is my number one 
attribute in a human being. I’ll put it before 
any of the things like courage or bravery or 

generosity or anything else... 
Kindness - that simple word. To be kind - it covers 

everything, to my mind. If you’re kind that’s it.’

Roald Dahl
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Last week I spoke of the 
enthusiasm with which 
we welcomed our pupils 
back to school and 
about the preparations 
that had gone into 
ensuring a calm and 
safe return. We have 
now managed ten days 
and the buzz around 
school is brilliant! I have 
visited many lessons 
where pupils have 
been engaged in their 
learning and making 
positive contributions 
to discussions.

I entered a lesson where the 
discussion was about the struggle 
that women went through, just to 
be able to vote! I was pleased to be 
given the opportunity to share my 
own experience on how different 
the girls in our family were treated, 
compared to the boys when it came 
to the offer of getting an education. 
I told the class, that were it not 
for a very strong and determined 
woman, my mum, my five sisters 
and I would not have been given 
the opportunity to attend school! 
My life chances would have been 
very limited and I would not be the 
person that I am today, had I not 
had the opportunity to receive a 
formal education. I asked them to 
rise to the challenges that they face 
and to take every opportunity to 
enrich their lives.

It has been lovely to hear so many 

staff speak so highly of their pupils. 

Today, among the many examples 

Mrs Atkinson 
writes:
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Upper School 
Awards
for Acts of Great Merit, 
Character and Value.

Great Character Award

Jamie Sharp

Daisy Yellup

Michael Artemiou

Great Value Award

Rosie Abrathat

Evie Brooks

Amy Wheatley

Great Merit Award

Brooke Humble

Amelia Wilson

Cara Durkin
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of praise, I 

heard about 

one special young 

person who spent her 

time during lockdown making 

positive contributions within her 

local community and beyond. I knew that this 

must be an amazing story but because she is such a humble 

young person, I thought that I would get the full story from 

her parents and this is what they told me.

Mary-Jane, better known as MJ to us, was asked to design 

and make a new entrance sign for the Gait Inn, in Millington. 

She handmade the sign during lockdown and took it to the 

pub when they first reopened. She enjoyed making it and 

didn’t want to take any payment for her endeavors. Helen 

and Stuart Stephenson, the landlord and landlady insisted 

on the parents taking something for Mary-Jane’s efforts! 

They gave Mary-Jane a cheque but she chose to donate it to 

The Children’s Heart Surgery Fund. She chose this charity, as 

her brother Samuel Kelly in Year 8, spent 7 months at Leeds 

General Infirmary (LGI) as a baby. Samuel had Transposition 

of the Great Arteries (TGA) and he had two 16-hour open 

heart surgeries to correct the TGA. He is now 12 but still has 

yearly appointments to check his ongoing progress. This 

charity really helped Sam and MJ get through the tough 

months. There is a family room where siblings interacted 

with other Heart children and their siblings. MJ just wanted 

to give something back and, this great act of kindness just 

shows what an amazing young person she really is!

‘It’s not how much we give but how much 
love we put into giving’

Mother Theresa

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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Sixth Form at Woldgate has always had its own unique identity, a school within a 
school, and as we move into the new term it is clear that this community of school, 
students and parents is going to be stronger than ever.

There is nothing more joyful for a teacher than seeing 

students completely engaged with their learning who are 

going above and beyond both in the classroom and in their 

own pursuits outside school. We have so many of these 

students in the Sixth Form and it is a pleasure to get to 

know them and discover the vast array of interests and 

talents we have here. 

During my visits to lessons this week, I popped into a Year 

13 English Literature lesson. Students were discussing an 

Oscar Wilde quote and uncovering a multitude of layers 

within it. The level of discussion and insight from the 

students was so impressive. In particular, during the time I 

was in the classroom, Sam Price and Georgia Bruce made a 

number of high quality contributions. I could quite happily 

have stayed for the entire lesson to continue hearing from 

the students themselves.  

In my own A Level Drama lessons this week, we have been 

studying Stanislavski, a Russian theatre practitioner who 

revolutionised the theatre of his time. My students had 

been given a research task to work on in the summer term, 

and it was incredibly heartening to see the high standard 

of research that had been undertaken by these students, 

entirely independently. Not only had the students achieved 

a breadth and depth of research, they had also understood 

complex theories and practices which they were then able 

to apply to the rehearsal process in a practical situation. The 

research from Rebecca Wragg, Lydia Adrian and Georgia 

Bruce was exemplary and demonstrated absolutely the 

Mrs Lawson writes:

Cont. Over
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Cover lessons in the event of 
absence.

We are pleased to welcome three new Classroom 

Practitioners to Woldgate School to assist us in 

running enrichment sessions, covering lessons where 

colleagues are absent, and supporting departments.   

Ms O’Donnell, Mrs Plumpton, and Mrs Lea joined Mrs 

Dillingham and Mrs Tooke from September.

Given the current circumstances, we will not be 

bringing in supply teachers to cover absent colleagues 

to minimise the transmission routes into school and 

are confident that this can be achieved with our 

current and expanded team.  We have, however, 

reserved large spaces in school where classes can 

be combined while maintaining distance between 

classes with members of the Care and Achievement 

and Leadership Team supporting delivery in the event 

of emergency cover.  Our priority is, as always, the 

safety of our community while also ensuring quality in 

delivery of the curriculum.

skills that are not only required at A Level study, but also at 

degree level study.  This transition is one that many of our 

students make during Year 13, embracing the true meaning 

if independent learning and ensuring they are ready for 

their next steps, be that higher education, employment or 

apprenticeship.

From next week, Year 13 students will begin working with 

their Sixth Form mentors to finalise their post-18 plans and 

will be given personalised support on their applications and 

personal statements.  Our students who are early entry 

and working towards the 15th October deadline will have 

additional appointments over the next three weeks with 

myself to ensure they are in the best possible position to 

receive offers from their chosen universities. As always, we 

will be supporting our students every step of the way as 

they plan for their futures.

Mrs K Lawson 
Head of Sixth Form College
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Woldgate Wonders
Focusing on the superb work produced by our pupils and students in school and their 

amazing achievements out of school

Outstanding English work from Sixth Form students.

Rebecca Wragg in Year 13, has completed some superb preparation for her A Level English Language coursework while Tom 

Newman in Year 12, has compiled some meticulous research into the connotations of the American Dream.

Genevieve F: one of our most 
talented musicians, refuses to let 
the lockdown stop her playing.

Gen is one of our most accomplished musicians 

and she has been using the 

last few months to pursue 

her passion for all things 

musical. Gen has:

• Taught herself to play 

the accordion and 

guitar

• Started a violin quartet 

with another student

• Worked at a local 

instrument shop 

repairing violins, violas 

and cellos

• Raised £86.50 towards 

the upkeep of her local church 

building
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Media photography on the theme 
of Time by Lucy Johnson in Year 9

Lucy’s commentary on her work: For the first 

photo I took of the watch, I chose to construct 

the photo by making it asymmetrical. Therefore, 

it gives a natural feel. I picked high contrast for 

the lighting, putting it next to a window for the 

maximum level of brightness. I also used a flash-

light to add more depth. I elected to use selective 

focus to make it seem more like it is in reality. 

Next, I took a picture of some of the sand on the 

beach. While the sun was shining down. It was 

still so the sand and water weren’t moving which 

means static. Static has a connotation of stillness 

which helped with the amount of selected focus 

I chose. I selected low contrast again for focus by 

using the sun light and sun in the picture, giving it 

a moody and gloomy atmosphere. 

Owen Bray makes his full Leeds United 
debut. 

Owen left Woldgate in 2019 to pursue a career playing 

football at Leeds United. This week, he made his full debut 

in a stunning 7 – 0 victory in the EDL Cup over Accrington 

Stanley. We are proud of Owen’s achievements.
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